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   EUROPEAN FOREST NURSERY ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the 66th Meeting of EFNA, at Liszt Ferenc Conference Hall,
 Sopron, 3rd June 2023 
Participants: Delegates of EFNA
1. President’s welcome including introduction of those participating for the first time.
The President welcomed everybody present at the meeting, in particular new delegates Daniel Hägglund (Sw), Brian Fraser (UK) and Lars Kihle (Norway) as an observer.
The President asked the Delegates  for ½ minute silence in honour and memory of Marc van Hulle who passed awa a few weeks ago. , Marc had been a founder member and treasurer  of EFNA for many years. 

The President requested a short presentation from each of the new Delegates.
2. Apologies for absence.
Technical Secretary Bent Leonhard advised that Dermot O’Leary (IE) had send his apologies. Pedro Ramos from Portugal was not heard of.
3. Adoption of the agenda.
As nobody had comments or additions to the Agenda, the Agenda was adopted.  

4. Minutes of the 65th meeting of the Association.
The minutes from the AGM in Czechia in 2022 were adopted.
5. Matters arising from the minutes not included on the agenda.
No matters were raised.

6. President’s report 
I would like to start by welcoming two new delegates to EFNA. Brian Fraser from Oakover Nursery taking over for Jamie Dewhurst’s representation of HTA, GB. And Daniel Hägglund, Holmen Skog taking over for Carin Espes, Sweden.

In our campaign for having new members of EFNA outside EU we have contacted Switzerland, Iceland and Norway. They have been invited to send an observer to our Annual General Meeting here in Sopron. This would make it possible for them to start their membership from January 2024, if they wish. I give a special welcome to Mr. Lars Kihle, Chairman of the Norwegian Association of Forest Nurserymen who has taken up our offer to attend themeeting this year as an observer
Katrin Ásgrímsdóttir representing Iceland has sent her apologies for absence, being very busy in the nursery. Caroline Föllmi, Secretary of the Swiss forest nursery group (Ausschuss Forst) in JardinSuisse has also sent her apologies for absence due to their annual meeting of the Ausschuss Forst being held on this date.. EFNA will be discussed at the meeting, and their response will be given shortly after.
In the last year, 3 issues have had the special interest of EFNA: 
1
The coming proposal for an update of the Regulation and the Directive on FRM. As we are understanding it, the proposal will be published at the end of June. Bent Leonhard will give a short presentation on what he is expecting of the proposal, and will take any questions..

2
The European Commission published two sets of guidelines to support the implementation of the New Forest Strategy within the broader framework of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 in support of the overall EU biodiversity agenda. 
3
The ‘3 billion trees’ team and the EU Directorate-General for the Environment (DG ENV) organised a webinar on these new EU Guidelines on 19th April 2023. Due to short notice, only a few of us were able to attend this. This will be followed up over the next 3 years with conferences and webinars, where we can follow and influence the process of implementation in the different EU countries.

The EFNA involvement in the EU project OptFORESTS is covered by Bent Leonhard, as he has now a subcontract with the Forest Institute BWF, in Vienna. The major interest of EFNA is in the workpackage WP6 ( Nursery), and the survey and the attached questionnaires on forest nurseries and tree seed suppliers. This will be discussed in an Item on our Agenda today.

These issues were also in focus at the EFNA virtual Meeting 15th February together with the presentation from Silvio Schüler on the future demand for adapted FRM and assisted migration.
The President thanked Technical Secretary Bent Leonhard for his dedicated work, and made clear that members could make his work a bit less demanding if their fee is paid promptly  and country reports are delivered pumnctually when asked for.  Bent advised  a deadline for the future of 25th march for fees to be paid, and 25th May for Country reports to be delivered.
7. Treasurer’s report. 
Bent Leonhard referred to the latest financial report send out and advised that the opening bank balance for 2023 is 11.539 euro. Only 1 delegate still has to pay their subscription (Ireland). EFNA cash flow budget 2023 was handed out. It was agreed   that a fee of 500 euro per Delegate would be continued.. The closing bank balance in the budget is forecasted to be 11.067 euro. The budget was adopted.
8. Secretary’s report 
EFNA campaign for having more members outside EU.                                                    As the President mentioned in his report Iceland, Norway and Swiss have been contacted with an invitation to their national organizations to seek membership of EFNA. We expect Iceland and Norway will be ordinary members from start 2024. Bent Leonhard had after the EFNA Meeting an email from Caroline Föllmi (JardinSuisse) advising ardinSuisse are happy to be part of EFNA from 2024. They confirmed that Mr. Gabor Reiss, from the Swiss Federal Research Institute would be their Delegate, and Caroline Föllmi will be on  the email list as their secretary.
Bent Leonhard reported that  he worked in OptFORESTS project together with many people related to forest nurseries in different european countries. This gives opportunities to make contacts and send invitations to EU forest nursery organisations not yet members of EFNA. Bent Leonhard mentioned Mrs. Beatriz Cuenca Valera, tree seed specialist in the Spanish company Tragsa, who have been in contact to Jose Antonio Cuenca ( President of FEVIF) FEVIF have their annual meeting on June 23rd and EFNA membership is on their agenda. Katri Himanen, tree seed specialist from Finland (LUKE) will contact Timo Salminen (Finforelia) and others from the Finish forest nurseries organisation to have them reconsider membership of EFNA.
It was recalled by Bart Faassen that Slovakia is a country we discussed last year. Both Hungary and Czechia have good contacts with the Slovakia forest nurseries, so it was decided to ask Czechia to invite these countries.. Charlotte advised  that she has contacts  in Poland and promised to make contact on behalf of EFNA. 
Bart van Hulle suggested that  EFNA should have significantly more EU countries as members, to increase EFNA’s size which gives more impact to policy makers in the EU? The meeting agreed and it was obvious in the discussion and by the comments from many members that EFNA should work hard to have more members. Countries like Croatia, Greece, Italy, Romania and the Baltic states were all mentioned. It was discussed that  competense in English could be a barrier for some countries’ representatives, as claimed by the Swiss nurseries. Here a solution is to have secretaries or external experts to be their Delegate  to secure the contact.  Bart Faassen warned against having a majority of non ‘nursery people’ as Delegates. It is important to hear the voice directly from the nursery people.  A proposal on having two types of membership ( woting right and non voting right ) was discussed. Bent Leonhard did not see this as  helpfull, and it might give complications in administration.In relation to Invitations. 
It was agreed that EFNA should make a short document and  a flyer on the EFNA activities and the relevance and benefits for  countries to be members of EFNA. This will also be a good way to inform on  EFNA’s activities to existing EFNA delegate organisations and countries.
Bent Leonhard stated that EFNA is well recognized in the EU systems as the Stakeholder organisation of the european forest nurseries. This is the EFNA status in representations in EU advisory boards and working groups in DG Sante and DG Environment and also in the OECD forest seed and plants scheme. As we are raising our voice in these meetings, and we assist with  the questionnaires and other  ‘reach outs’, we are visible in the systems. Bent Leonhard will continue this  work for the coming year. EFNA also will have to adapt to a situation with more members and ambition to be more active on political issues. Bent Leonhard pointed out that if EFNA wants to be part of relevant EU Fundings it is also a question of having the resources to do the work – but most importantly to focus on defining and describing the issues of most interest to EFNA. 
EU Plant Health.

DG SANTE discuss and informs on the control of many risks of pests and diseases. A focus is still on Xylella. EFNA  attended the meetings in the EC Advisory Group on Food and Animals and Plant Health. For the last year no items had specific interest to EFNA. We can have items added to the Agenda, like the Oak lace bug or other plant health problems, which we want taken care of. 
Adelphi.

For 2 years EFNA has been in the Working Group of the organisation Adelphi, regarding awareness of IAS (Invasive Alien Species) related to forestry. The work resulted in awareness campaigns for different stakeholders. The forest nurseries can help to avoid invasions by not distributing  IAS to their customers by careful screening of their production and imports.
EU on certification and marketing of FRM

The adoption of the PRM and FRM proposals has been rescheduled for 5 July 2023.

State of play revision of the plant and forest reproductive material legislation:
 
· The impact assessment on the revision of the plant and forest reproductive material legislation has received a positive opinion from the Regulatory Scrutiny Board.
· The legislation on forest reproductive material will remain separate from the legislation on plant reproductive material.
· The preparation of the legal proposals is ongoing.
· The core principles of approval of basic material and certification of forest reproductive material are maintained.

From personal information Bent Leonhard has the following expectations to 
novelties and changes:

1. 2 Regulations ( PRM and FRM)

2. Approvals for use of FRM. Multiple purposes ( both for forestation and not for forestry), timber production, bioenergy, eco-system services, NOT for ornamental uses.

3. Green Deal, annex on sustainability, adaption to climate change ( also for lower categories)

4. Professional Operators ( including forest nurseries) must take responsibility to check for freedom from diseases and pests on the basic material.

5. National contingency plans for severe pests and diseases

6. A new FRM notification procedure

7. User information on the recommendations for FRM. Best choice for the actual plot

8. FRM will be included in the overall control system

9. Provisional opportunities for the future: digital labelling and digital certification

OECD Forest plants and seed scheme 
The TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP MEETING OF THE OECD FOREST SEED AND PLANT SCHEME was held 25-26 April 2023 in Bratislava, Slovak Republic. On the Agenda was a presentation of the OptFORESTS project by Heino Konrad. The competent national authorities discussed how they can support the initiative for a survey on the forest nurseries in Europe. They will have the possibility to help by providing e-mail addresses of all registered professional operators, for the legitimate purpose of sending  a questionnaire to all forest nurseries. 

EU Forest policy
The EU Directorate- General for the Environment (DG ENV) Forest protection group worked  together with the advisory board in a constructive dialogue and a process that allowed, over the last three years, to finalise two important guidelines:
- Guidelines on Biodiversity-Friendly Afforestation, Reforestation and Tree Planting (here)

- Guidelines for Defining, Mapping, Monitoring and Strictly Protecting EU Primary and Old-Growth Forests (here). 
The ‘3 billion trees’ team and the EU Directorate-General for the Environment (DG ENV) did organise a webinar on these new EU Guidelines, scheduled for 19 April 2023. Unfortunately, the invitation was sent very late, so most forest nurseries were not able to attend this. In the coming 3 years the discussions on implementation will take place in webinars, meetings and other events. We will ask for invitations to be announced in good time.
An example of the future policy making in this area is the Invitation from Ceja, CEPF, Copa Cogeca and Eustafor for a joint seminar on bioeconomy, that will take place on 30 June in person in the Copa Cogeca premises in Brussels. The objective of the event is to continue the discussion after the adoption of the Council conclusions on 25 April 2023, and to have an open exchange with all relevant institutions and stakeholders on the next steps, on how to go with bio-economy from niche to norm and set it as a priority for primary producers for the coming years.

 
The networking event organized on 29 June, in the evening in the European Forestry House, will be particularly valuable for the forest nurseries to attend and get an  insight into the possibilities for us in the future market for forest plants.

 
EU OptFORESTS project
Forest nursery survey will be presented and discussed specific in Item 14. Bent Leonhard did inform more on the tree seed research to be done in the next 5 years in the Workpakage 6.2.

9. The EFNA website. Update and proposal for development
Hannes Gadermair gave a presentation on the status of the EFNA website. The domain www.ena.eu is bought, and it is now ranked in the top of the google search. The email to EFNA is : office@efna.eu. Bent Leonhard will have these mails forwarded to his private mail to handle these.

You will also find contact information on the President and the Technical Secretary. It was discussed whether the President should have his private mail address visible here. – or would it result in  too many emails to take care of. Torben Leisgaard decided it could be there until to start with, until we see it as a problem.

A confidential Members Ar4eab is  is made for the access of EFNA members by password. Here we will have information on EFNA Meetings and other relevant information only for members.
The EFNA history is described in a menu point, and a link will be made to have the full EFNA history.

Contact information on the EFNA member organizations with link to the national association’s webpages will be organized.

Having a look at the ENA website should give inspiration and inform on EFNA representations and actual activities. This will also be a way to have updated information on the work going on in EFNA for members.

The President thanked Hannes for his good work.

10. Presentation of the EFNA 2023 questionnaire.


Béla Karpati reported that 11 members had filled in the on-line questionnaire. He gave a presentation of the results. In the statistics the answers were anonymous. They differ a lot – but it gives some information on the situation, like  trends to production of 
more plants in containers. The results will be sent to the members.
11. Report on the past seasons’ activities and prospects for the future by country. 
 It seems difficult to make these right in time to also have information on the spring season. The President made it clear that we need a fixed date for deadline. It was fixed to 25th May. Most reported on OK weather conditions and fine markets. Collecting all reports in one document is fine – but more members requested that there could be some kind of conclusion on the trend in the reports. Bent Leonhard said the differences between the counties in geography and markets will make it difficult to make conclusions. Charlotte Allaert proposed a structure  of headings in the reports, to make short conclusions and comparisons more easily. The President asked for topics to be contained in the reports. The following were mentioned: Market situation, weather conditions, labour, trading (domestical and international), seed conditions, future prospects and impact from any new legislation.
12. Any other business not on the agenda.
Béla Karpati introduced  a discussion on the possibilities for EFNA to have funding from 
EU, as there is a lot of money available in the EU regarding activities related to 
forestry, climate change, biodiversety etc. He suggested EFNA should get budgets from the 
EU to have someone to go to Brussels - Find an application and fill in the application 
form to find budget for a Project proposal. It is worth to try. Others (ENA, wwf, …) 
are using the money.


Torben Leisgaard could tell on activity in the ENA Project Green Cities. It has been 
running for 6 years with 2 full time people. 
If EFNA is going to have projects like that 
it means we have to reorganise our organisation and Business plan.We would then need  a project managemer.. 
250.000 euro a year is the cash flow of Green Cities. 


Bart van Hulle replied  the first step is to lobby as EFNA in the EU. We have to be there. That is 
our focus. The next step is taking up opportunities like the suggestion from Béla Karpati. Conclusion was EFNA should make a plan for the coming 3 years. 

13. Date and Place of the 67th meeting of EFNA.
1. – 2. June 2024; Denmark
14. Discussion on the EU Horizon project OptFORESTS, Survey and questionnaire.
The questions in the English version had been attached the Agenda, and 4 members had the week before tested the function of the on-line questionnaire,. They had also given their comments to the team responsible for the questionnaire. This to secure the quality and the relevance of the questions, and to make sure it will contain questions every nursery will be able to answer. It will take approximately 30 minutes to fill in the questionnaire.
Assistance from EFNA and the national associations is asked for to give nurseries awareness of the questionnaire, and also to encourage the members of the national organizations to support this opportunity for a unique survey on our situation.
There were doubt if their members would need help in filling in the on-line questionnaire. Bent Leonhard explained the questionnaire will be sent directly to each forest nursery in Europe, and it will be in their national language. It should not be necessary  to have assistance to fill in the questionnaire. If you do not want to answer some of the questions  - you just leave these questions unanswered.
The OptFORESTS project is an EU Horizon project and is called by the EU Commission. In the call they specifically want information on the forest nurseries, the tree seed suppliers and the role of the National Competent Authorities to see if EU can help upscaling the production and the efficiency of the value chain from forest owner to forest nurseries in delivering the FRM for the future.

There is a need for the e-mail addresses of all european forest nurseries. Aware the National Organizations do not have all nurseries as members, more ways to get the list of e-mail addresses will be used. But it is very important to have the organizations to inform their members on this survey and questionnaire in order to have most forest nurseries to fill in the these when they arrive.
There was a debate on the right to give members e-mail addresses to this project. It could be against the DGPR laws in EU. Personal data protection is important – but e-mail addresses of forest nurseries is mostly not personal, and as such not protected in the same way. If there is a legitimate reason to want this information it is possible. In the project the National Competent Authorities will be asked to help in getting in touch with all forest nurseries and delivering the email from the project.

It was decided Bent Leonhard will make a letter to the members of EFNA explaining this, and a proposal for a text to be sent on to the members of the national organizations.

Special Presentations: 

	15. The present situation of the oak lace bug issue - Mr. György Csóka, PhD senior researcher of the Forest Research Institute (ERTI) top expert on oak lace bug 

	

	16. Forest climate change from the researchers’ viewpoint - Mr. Attila Borovics, PhD director of the Forest Research Institute (ERTI) top expert on forest climate change
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